Brief comment text:

I've been an Amateur Radio operator for over 30 years.  Amateur Radio is a very broad hobby and service -- probably one of the most varied avocations that there is -- there are many facets and portions of the hobby that licensees enjoy.  Electronics experimentation, antenna building, DXing, local repeaters, storm spotting, volunteering, teaching and mentoring.  This is a hobby that one can enjoy by spending less than $100 for a handheld radio, or by spending thousands of dollars on equipment and antennas.  One of the things that makes Amateur Radio successful is the low barrier to entry when it comes to money.

$50 for a ten year license, and renewal, isn't a barrier for me.  But I was a 14 year old kid when I passed my Novice license exam, and it may have been a barrier to me then.  And I can see it being a barrier to many.

Because of the negative effect that fees may have on the health of our avocation, I must ask then that you strongly consider not applying application fees to the Amateur Radio service.
